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BY-LAWS OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION 

As Amended on August 22, 2016 

I.  NAME AND PURPOSE 

Section 1.1  Association Name 

 The legal name of the Association shall be Benjamin Franklin High School Athletic Association, 

Inc., and shall be known as “BFAA.”  The Association is hereinafter referred to as “BFAA.” 

Section 1.2  Non-Profit Corporation 

 The Association shall be a non-profit corporation operating in compliance with the laws of the 

State of Louisiana, the rules and regulations of the Internal Revenue Service of the United States and the 

Department of Revenue and Taxation of the State of Louisiana governing non-profit corporations. 

Section 1.3  Mission Statement 

 The Benjamin Franklin High School Athletic Association (BFAA) was created to enhance and 

improve the school’s athletic programs and activities by raising funds and by sponsoring programs and 

activities that support all Falcon athletes. 

 As a booster club, BFAA raises money to support the needs of the overall sports program and 

individual teams and to honor student-athletes in various ways, including but not limited to:  purchasing 

equipment; providing resources for capital projects related to the sports program; providing travel 

expenses for post-season competition; hosting and providing awards for two Athletic Awards 

Ceremonies; and, purchasing team championship recognition banners. 

 BFAA supports Franklin athletics by raising money in various ways, including but not limited to:  

collecting membership dues; conducting raffles; sponsoring fund-raising activities at homecoming; 

holding special fund-raising events, including Falcon Feast; and, selling merchandise in Ben’s Books at 

lunchtime and at various school events throughout the year.     

II.  MEMBERSHIP 

Section 2.1  Definition 

 A member shall be defined as any adult who wants to be a dues-paying member of the 

Association including parents, faculty, staff, alumni, and members of the community. 

Section 2.2  Voting Eligibility 

Each member of the Association shall have one (1) vote. 

Section 2.3  Place and Holding of Meetings 

 All meetings of the membership shall be held at Benjamin Franklin High School or other places 

as directed by the President. 

Section 2.4  Annual election of Officers and Directors 
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 The annual meeting of the membership for the election of officers and directors, and the 

transaction of other business, shall be held each year between May 1st and Sept 30 at such place and 

time as may be designated in the notice of annual meeting; provided, however, that the Board of 

Directors by resolution may change the date and time for such annual meeting.  A meeting of the 

membership must be held at least once during each calendar year.  The President shall post notice of 

the meeting to the membership at least ten (10) days prior to the meeting via email initiated by the 

association or Benjamin Franklin High School.  Such notice shall contain a listing of those persons whose 

nomination for office have been received by the Secretary from the Nominating Committee. 

Section 2.5  Nomination of Candidates for Officers and Directors 

 (a) Nominating Committee:     The Board of Directors shall annually appoint a Nominating 

Committee consisting of at least three (3) members of the Association.  The Nominating Committee shall 

furnish a slate of candidates for all available positions as officer and directors of the Association to the 

Secretary not later than April 1 of each calendar year. 

 (b) Other nominations:     The Secretary shall accept nominations for officers and directors 

from any member of the Association.  Such nominations shall be made in writing prior to April 1 of each 

calendar year.  The President shall be under no obligation to notify the membership of such other 

nominations in the annual notice of meeting. 

Section 2.6  Voting 

 The vote for officers and directors shall be by approbation or by secret, written ballot.  The 

President or other officer presiding at the Annual Meeting shall call for a voice vote on the slate of 

candidates proposed by the Nomination Committee.  If it appears to the President that at least 75% of 

those present have approved election of the slate of candidates proposed by the Nominating 

Committee, such slate of candidates shall be deemed elected by approbation.  In the event the slate of 

candidates is not elected by approbation, a secret ballot shall be distributed wherein the membership 

shall vote on the slate of candidates.  Should a majority of those in attendance vote to elect the slate of 

candidates proposed by the Nominating Committee, such slate of candidates shall be elected.   

 In the event that the slate of candidates proposed by the Nominating Committee is not elected, 

then an election shall be held by voice vote in which the membership shall vote by individual candidate.  

During such election, the names of all persons nominated, whether by the Nominating Committee or by 

other nomination, shall be listed as candidates.  Each member shall be allowed to vote for up to the 

number of directors to be elected.  Voting on directors and officers shall not be cumulative.  Each 

member shall have one vote for each available officer and director position. 

 Should any candidate for an officer position not receive a majority of the votes cast, then the 

two candidates receiving the most votes shall be voted on again, with the person receiving the most 

votes being elected to the office.  The election of directors shall be by a plurality, with those receiving 

the most votes being elected to the number of board positions available. 

 No votes by proxy shall be permitted. 

Section 2.7 Meeting Procedure 
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 All meetings of this Association shall be conducted in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order, 

latest edition.   

Section 2.8  Special Meetings; How Called 

 Special Meetings of the membership for any purpose whatsoever may be called at anytime by 

the president or by the Board of Directors or by a petition signed by not less than twenty-five (25%) 

percent of the membership of the Association.  Notice of such special notice may be given in any 

reasonable manner, including telephonic or electronic (email) notice.  The President shall give notice of 

a special meeting not less than three (3) days prior to such special meeting. 

Section 2.9  Notice of Membership Meetings 

 Any irregularity in the notice of an annual or special meeting shall not affect the validity of the 

meeting or any action taken at such meeting. 

Section 2.10  Quorum 

 All eligible membership present at a regular, annual, or special meeting of the membership shall 

be sufficient to constitute a quorum. 

III.  DIRECTORS 

Section 3.1 Board of Directors 

 The Board of Directors of this Association shall consist of the persons elected by the 

membership. 

Section 3.2 Powers of Directors 

 The Board of Directors has the complete management of the business of the Association, and, 

subject to any restrictions imposed by law, the articles or these by-laws may exercise all the powers of 

the Association to the fullest extent allowed by law.  The Board, without limitation on the powers 

provided to it by law, shall have the specific authority to promulgate operating rules and regulations 

governing the operation of the Association.   

Section 3.3  Number of Directors and Qualifications 

 As specified in the Articles of Incorporation, the number of directors shall be not less than four 

(4) nor more than seven (7) as determined by the board of Directors. 

Section 3.4  Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors 

 The regular meeting of the directors shall be held monthly at such place as the Board of 

Directors may, from time to time, designate.  Members of the Board may attend regular meetings by 

telephone.  

Section 3.5  Special Directors’ Meeting:  How Called 

 Special meetings of the Board of Directors may be called at any time by the Board of Directors 

or executive committee, by vote at a meeting, by a majority of the directors or of the members of the 

executive committee.  Special meetings may be held at such place or places within or outside Louisiana 
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as may be designated by the Board of Directors.  In the absence of such designation, any such meeting 

shall be held at such place as may be designated in the notice thereof.  Members of the Board may 

participate in special meetings by telephone.   

Section 3.6  Notice of Directors’ Meetings 

 Notice of the time and place of every regular or special meeting of the Board of Directors shall 

be given to each director and officer by means of mail, electronic mail (email), personal delivery, 

telephone or other communication equipment, to be received no later than two (2) days before the date 

of the meeting; provided, however, that any director or officer present at a meeting shall be deemed to 

have received or waived notice of such meeting, and provided further that notice of a meeting may be 

waived in writing at any time without specifying in such waiver the purpose of or the business 

transacted at such meeting.   

Section 3.7  Resignations 

 The resignation of a director shall take effect on receipt thereof by the President or Secretary, or 

on any later date, not more than thirty (30) days after such receipt, specified therein.   

Section 3.8  Vacancies 

 When any vacancy occurs among the directors during an unexpired term a director may be 

elected to fill such vacancy by the vote of a majority of the remaining members of the Board.  The 

membership may elect a director to fill any such vacancy at a special meeting of the membership called 

for that purpose if the Board had failed to fill such vacancy for a period of ninety (90) days following the 

occurrence thereof.   

Section 3.9  Ineligibility 

 No member, officer or director shall be permitted to vote on any question in which he or she 

has a monetary interest, directly or indirectly. 

Section 3.10  Board Procedure 

 The President shall preside at Board meetings.  The President shall call for all votes and shall be 

judge of all points of order.  His or her decision on points of order shall be final, unless two members of 

the Board appeal his or her decision to the Board; in that event, a majority of the members present shall 

decide the question.  In the absence of the President, the Vice President presides, All resolutions 

entered in the minutes without special statement of the yeas and nays shall be considered passed by 

unanimous vote of the directors and officers present at the meeting.  Any member who votes against a 

motion shall have the right to request the Secretary to enter his or her name on the minutes as voting 

against the motion.   

Section 3.11  Executive Committee 

 The Board of Directors may delegate the day-to-day managerial functions of the Association to 

an executive committee delegating whatever powers to said committee which the Board in its discretion 

may deem fit to so delegate.  The executive committee shall be appointed by the Board of Directors.  

The president, vice-president, treasurer, secretary, immediate past-president, and up to two (2) other 
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members of the Board of Directors may likewise be members.  The committee shall have all of the 

powers of the Board when the Board is not in session.   

Section 3.12  Quorum 

 A majority of the duly elected members of the Board shall constitute a quorum for purposes of 

all business to be conducted at a regular or special meeting of the Board.   

Section 3.13  Terms of Office; Election 

 Except as hereinafter provided, each director shall serve for a term of two (2) years.  The term of 

office for each director shall commence on August 1 following the director’s election and end on July 31 

of the year in which the director’s term ends.  The directors of the Association in office at the time of 

adoption of these by-laws shall remain in office until July 31, 2010.   

Section  3.14 Proxies 

 No Board Member may vote by proxy. 

IV.  OFFICERS 

Section 4.1  Titles 

 The officers of the Association shall be a president, a vice president, a treasurer, and a secretary. 

Section 4.2  Officers on the Board of Directors 

 The officers of this Association shall be members of the Board of Directors. 

Section 4.3  President 

 The president shall preside at all meetings of the directors and membership.  He or she is the 

chief executive officer, with general management of the Association’s business and power to make 

contracts in the ordinary course of business; shall see that all orders and resolutions of the Board are 

carried into effect and direct the other officers in performance of their duties; has power to execute all 

authorized instruments; and shall generally perform all acts incident to the office of president, or which 

are authorized or required by law, or which are incumbent upon him or her under the provision of the 

articles and these by-laws. 

 The power of the President to execute contracts shall be limited to agreements whereby the 

Association is agreeing to pay up to a total of TWO THOUSAND AND NO/100S ($2,000.00) DOLLARS; any 

contracts in excess of that amount shall require Board approval and shall be executed by the President 

only following execution of a Board resolution or resolution of the Executive Committee authorizing the 

President to sign such agreement.   

Section 4.4  Vice President 

 The vice president shall have such powers, and shall perform such duties, as shall be assigned to 

him or her by the directors or by the president, and, in the order determined by the Board, shall, in the 

absence or disability of the president, perform his or her duties and exercise his or her powers.   

Section 4.5  Treasurer 
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 The treasurer has custody of all funds, securities, evidences of indebtedness, and other valuable 

documents of the Association.  He or she shall receive and give, or cause to be given, receipts for 

moneys in an account of the Association, and shall payout of the funds on hand all just debts of the 

Association of whatever nature, when due.  He or she shall enter, or caused to be entered, in books of 

the corporation to be kept for that purpose, full and accurate accounts of all moneys received and paid 

out on account of the corporation, and, whenever required by the president or the directors, he or she 

shall render a statement of his or her accounts.  He or she shall keep or cause to be kept such books as 

will show a true report of the expenses, gains, losses, assets and liabilities of the corporation; and he or 

she shall faithfully discharge his or her duties during their time in office and upon termination of his/her 

tenure, shall render all property of the corporation in his/her possession to the new treasurer and/or 

president. 

 The power of the Treasurer to execute contracts shall be limited to agreements whereby the 

Association is agreeing to pay up to a total of TWO THOUSAND AND NO/100S ($2,000.00) DOLLARS; any 

contracts in excess of that amount shall require Board approval and shall be executed by the Treasurer 

only following execution of a Board resolution or a resolution of the Executive Committee authorizing 

the Treasurer to sign such agreement.   

Section 4.6  Secretary 

 The secretary shall give, or cause to be given, notice of all meetings and all other notices 

required by law or by these by-laws, and in case of his or her absence or refusal or neglect to do so, any 

such notice may be given by the members or directors upon whose request the meeting is called as 

provided in these by-laws.  He or she shall record all the proceedings of the meeting of the membership, 

of the directors, and of committees in a book to be kept for that purpose.  He or she shall perform such 

other duties as he or she may be assigned to him or her by the Board of Directors.   

Section 4.7  Election of Officers 

 The officers of this Association shall be elected by a majority of the members at the annual 

meeting of the membership of the Association.   

Section 4.8  Term of Office 

All officers of the Association shall serve for a period of one (1) year except as hereinafter 

provided.  The term of office for each officer shall commence on July 1 following the officer’s election 

and end on June 30 of the year in which the officer’s term ends.   

V.  AMENDMENTS 

Section 5.1  Right to Amend 

 The membership or the Board of Directors, by affirmative vote of a majority of those presiding 

or represented, may, at any meeting, amend or alter any of the by-laws, subject, however, to the right 

of the membership, by plurality vote at regular, annual, or special meetings of the membership, to 

change or repeal any by-laws made or amended by the directors.  Any changes made by the Board 

pursuant to this provision shall not take effect until thirty (30) days following Board approval of the 

amendment.  Any member may move, subject to proper seconding, for consideration of an amendment 

to these by-laws at any annual, general, or special meeting of the membership.   
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